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		A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR

All Saints’ Sunday is a tender and holy day in the life of the church. Please join us in worship on Sunday, November 5th as we name our saints and find consolation in the promises of Resurrection in which they and all of us are held. 

In the spirit of All Saints, I want to share with you a blessing by Jan Richardson, a poet and artist, who knows the pains of grief well. May the Holy Spirit hold each of us in this precious season as we celebrate the presence of those who have walked with us.

Pr. Kayla 


For Those Who Walked With Us (Jan Richardson)

For those
who walked with us,
this is a prayer.
For those
who have gone ahead,
this is a blessing.
For those
who touched and tended us,
who lingered with us
while they lived,
this is a thanksgiving.
For those
who journey still with us
in the shadows of awareness,
in the crevices of memory,
in the landscape of our dreams,
this is a benediction.
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	Our Memorial Garden is always available from sunset to sundown. Pastor Kayla is happy to meet you here for reflection and prayer. Contact her at pastor.kayla.alc@gmail.com. 
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Ascension Family Fun Night 
Join us for Family Fun Night! We share in some food and a fun, creative, and interactive lesson with Pastor Kayla
as well as a service project.
﻿Come join us for our next gathering on Monday November 20th beginning at 5:45pm.
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		ALS WALK FOR JOY

ALS walk 4 Joy will be held on November 18th. We need your support to defeat ALS. Hope to see you there or please support one of our walkers.

Thanks for your love and support.

Join Walk 4 Joy below:
https://secure.alsphiladelphia.org/site/TRR/Endurance/General/701689244?pg=ptype&fr_id=1140

Donate below:
https://secure.alsphiladelphia.org/site/TR/Endurance/General?px=1007050&pg=personal&fr_id=1140
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THANKSGIVING TURKEY DRIVE
Hope starts with a Meal

Saturday- November 18,2023 at
St. Bartholomew”s Lutheran Church, Trenton, NJ

As we begin to come into a Season of Giving, Ascension has joined with St. Bartholomew”s in collecting Thanksgiving meal items for families who cannot afford to put a meal on the table. Here are the items we
will collect until the morning of Saturday, November 18, 2023.

Items: Stuffing, White Rice, Brown Rice, cans of vegetables, cans of fruit, jars of gravy, crackers, cookies, boxes of Mac and cheese, boxes of cereal. 

﻿Last of all, anyone not in need of their Turkey, we will take them as well that morning. Any questions, please call Doreen and Tony. (609) 280-1420.
Gobble Gobble
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	Thanks to Anne and Sue; Clark, Ken, Amy, Eric, and Krystal (who took this photo), were delighted to give a new baby blanket to Madison!




		A Gift for Madison
Earlier this year, Madison Striluk came to Ascension for the Grief Support Group meeting. She had never been to ALC, and had only heard about the group through social media. Expecting her first child in April, Madison was grieving the loss of her beloved partner and the baby’s father, Stephen who had passed away suddenly last November.  
 
A few weeks after the meeting, Madison gave birth to a healthy son, Miles. Two months later, she returned to the group and was warmly welcomed by everyone.  One Sunday shortly thereafter, Clark shared Madison’s story with the congregation. Anne then told the story to Sue. A few days later, Sue brought a hand-knitted baby blanket that she had made over to the church. The blanket was for Madison, and it found a new home when the group gave it to her in September. 
 
Thank you to everyone in the Grief Support Group, along with Sue and Anne for welcoming Madison into our “family” with open arms. This is truly the Holy Spirit at work.
 
“Lord, we know that You are the God who comforts us. We give you thanks for the Grief Support Group at Ascension Lutheran Church. We thank you for holding us in your embrace. Please continue to wrap us in your love and remind us that though we have lost someone dear, we are not alone, you are with us.
 
We pray that the comfort and support this ministry has given, will continue to strengthen us as we travel life’s journey, not with our loved ones physically beside us, but always in our hearts. And may we welcome any guests who might come our way in the days to come, giving comfort to them as you have given to us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.”










	

	Blessing of the Animals

﻿It was a beautiful Sunday at ALC on October 1, as sixteen people with eight dogs, came for the Blessing of the Animals Service. Pastor Kayla presided as everyone shared stories of their beloved dogs, as well as showing photos of pets who could not travel well or had passed away. Homemade treats prepared by the ALC kids at Family Night, were given to everyone.
 
Later that day, Pastor Kayla received this message from Ed Birch, a visitor and church neighbor, who saw the roadside sign and attended along with his Golden Retriever, Teddy.
 
“I wanted to take a moment to THANK YOU for the Blessing of the Animals. It was my first time visiting your beautiful church, and everyone was so nice. I have been to a Blessing of the Animals at other houses of worship, and our visit to your Church was by far the most enjoyable and memorable. Teddy and I would like to thank everyone for a great experience.”  
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		Have your next Meeting at ALC! 

﻿If your group or a group that you know is looking for meeting space, please consider meeting at the church. Our space can accommodate any size group from 2-200. You'll have full access to wi-fi and video services, and kitchen facilities. Meetings can take place in the classroom, narthex, or in the sanctuary. Rates are very reasonable and it's a great way to support your church. For more information, please see Mark Schultz or call him at 609-685-7096. 
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Caring for Friends
Snack Bags

Caring for Friends provides food and friendship to homebound seniors, veterans, homeless persons and families with children in need. They provide ready-to-heat meals, caring visits and cards, and fresh/pantry staple food items that support hunger relief in the five counties of Greater Philadelphia. They need about 4,000 snack bags a day to serve hungry children and adults in between meals and for breakfast. So far this year, we have filled 2280 Snack bags thanks to your generosity and a Thrivent Action Team grant. We will be assembling Snack bags again on December 3. A Thrivent Action team grant has been received. Your help is greatly appreciated! Caring for Friends is no longer requesting oatmeal, instant coffee/tea/hot chocolate packs as they are transitioning to Snack Bags only.
 
Items needed:  
1 gallon plastic storage bags (zip loc)
6.75 oz 100% juice boxes (especially needed)
Cereal/granola/protein bars (Snack bags)
6 packs of peanut butter or cheese crackers
1 oz boxes of raisins or other dried fruit, or fruit/vegetable squeeze pouches (such as Motts or GoGoSqueeze)-Already have purchased so do not need
Or cash donations are also welcome. 
 
Our goal is 750 or more snack bags prepared. 
 
At the October Family Night 35 soup containers were filled for Caring for Friends clients. A total of 41 soups, 12 hamburgers and rolls, 48 hot dogs and rolls, 72 slices of American cheese, 17 soft pretzels, two large bags of shredded mozzarella and 24 club rolls were delivered to Caring for Friends on October 30th. The cheese was quickly grabbed to be used in their kitchen to make macaroni and cheese for their clients. 
As the holidays approach, please take soup containers and/or meal trays (meat, starch, and vegetable) to fill at home with leftovers. Bring to Ascension’s Caring for Friends freezer marking labels with our freezer number 287. We will also take frozen turkeys or hams. Thank you!













		Delaware Valley Food Pantry
 
To our generous community, please help us fill our shelves this week with the following items:
 
Diapers (size 3 & up), Toddler Pull-Ups (size 2T & up), Baby formula, Baby Wipes, Toothpaste, Tooth brushes (adult and child), Shampoo/conditioner, Laundry detergent, Dish soap, Female hygiene products (pads & tampons), Disposable razors (men & women) and any other non-perishable food items (especially bags of dried black beans and bags of rice) are welcome as well.
 
You can bring donations to Ascension and leave in the baskets in the Narthex and they will be delivered to the Food Pantry.
Thank you for your constant kindness and support!
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	Grief Support Group 

If you are grieving the loss of a loved one(s) or anything else in your life, it helps to know you are not alone. This is a safe place to share your feelings while having the support of others who understand. Participants are encouraged to bring photos and/or mementos of their loved ones to share with one another. Guests are welcome. The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 28th from 7:00-8:30 p.m. For more information, ask Clark or call him at 215-539-9185.
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WOMEN’S DEVOTIONAL ZOOM﻿

﻿Are you interested in enriching both your spiritual life and your array of female friendships?
 
Please join us Saturday mornings at 9:30 for our Women's Devotional Zoom where we will be continuing with our focus on Gather Magazine issue July/ August 2023 with Bible Study on Salvation now. 

Our material will be drawn from Gather Magazine, a publication which reflects many voices on a variety of topics in step with the Lutheran calendar. https://www.gathermagazine.org/getgather/

There’s a new subscriber’s introductory rate of $9.95 per person, which includes both hard copy and online access. During registration, please choose Ascension Lutheran of Newtown for the purposes of this magazine subscription.

If you need any assistance with the subscription, please contact Anne Chmielewski at d.r.ski@att.net.   As always, one need not feel obligated to buy the book or magazine. Join us! We will let you know the day’s topic & scripture focus ahead of time by email. Your unique perspective is always most welcome & encouraged! 
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Newtown Yardley Ministerium

Interfaith Service of Giving Thanks

Sunday, November 19, 2023
3:00 pm

Newtown Friends Meeting
219 Court Street, Newtown, PA 18940

All are Welcome!

Nonperishable food and children’s clothing (Socks, underwear,
undershirts and hats for children ages 3 to 5, sizes 4T to 6/7; or hats,
gloves, and scarves for ages 5-14) and monetary donations will be

gathered towards helping ministries of Mercer Street Friends.
(Please make checks out to Newtown Yardley Ministerium.)

Limited parking is available on site for priority parties (limited
mobility, etc.), and additional parking is available graciously a block
down in a larger lot located at 317 S. State Street.
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